INTRODUCTION MATERIAL AND METHODS
The plant material was supplied by the taxonomist P. J. M. Maas, who also took care of the identifications and is responsible for the names and nomenclature given in the text. Some specimens were obtained from alcohol material, This paper has resulted from a cooperative study of a palynologist and a taxonomist on the American representatives of the subfamily Costoideae. It is, however, confined to the palynological studies whereas the gross morphology and the taxonomical conclusions will be published by P. J. M. Maas, taxonomist at the Botanical Museum and Herbarium at Utrecht. g u a n a i e n s i s Maas,
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